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MESSAGE FROM OUR MINISTER 

Dearest Union Church family, 
 

Can you believe this is our seventh Christmas 

together?  As usual, there are lots of ways to get in 

the Christmas spirit at Union Church.  Here are some 

of the highlights: 
 

Sunday, December 2:  the first Sunday in Advent, 

with special guest cellist Ling Cao, who will be 

joining the choir in a setting by Joan Szymko of 

Nada te Turbe by Theresa of Avila.  Then at 4pm, 

Union Church Concerts continues with a recital of 

twentieth-century songs, including a composition by 

our own Minister of Music Vince Peterson, with 

Ariadne Greif, soprano, and Erol Gurol (our baritone 

section leader), piano. 
 

This year again, the Program/Mission Committee 

invites all of us to pray on each of the four Sundays 

in Advent for the “four corners of the earth.”  New 

members are particularly encouraged to take this 

part of the service!  Ruby Moy will light the first 

Advent candle (assisted by Mary Cusack) and lead us 

in prayer for the “Eastern Hemisphere South,” which 

includes Africa, Indonesia, and all the islands of the 

Indian Ocean.  
 

Tuesday, December 4 is our special Advent Taizé 

service at 7pm in the Sanctuary.  This service is 

growing, and Lynn Penney and Vince Peterson have 

some special Advent chants planned.  This is a lovely 

time to come and experience Taizé worship and 

prayer. 
 

Saturday, December 8: wreath-making and hall-

decking, from 9 to 1; childcare will be provided for 

those “helpers” with shorter attention spans.  Bring 

shears and work gloves!   
 

Gifts Sunday, December 9: the second Sunday in 

Advent. Gifts Sunday is “gift-giving” day.  We‟ll trim 

the tree, dedicate our gifts to the children of 

Gethsemane Church, (children whose parents are in 

prison) and bring to the Lord‟s table our financial 

commitments for the coming year.  The Cadena-

Vuignier family will light the Advent candles. 

This year, instead of trimming the tree with store-

bought ornaments, you will find in your bulletin  on 

December 9 an “ornament” on which you will be 

asked to write an offering of a dream, hope, vision, 

or prayer for God‟s world.  An angel is a messenger, 

and I hope that this Christmas we„ll have a treefull of 

angels, bringing messages back and forth between 

heaven and earth.  
 

Elders have been giving “minutes for stewardship” 

this season, emphasizing in this harvest and gift-

giving time the importance of giving to the spiritual 

health and well-being of each one of us.  This Gifts 

Sunday, let‟s begin this year‟s Advent experiment, 

asking one another not what we‟d like to get for 

Christmas, but what we‟d like to give. 
 

Advent Reflective Saturday, December 15 from 9-

10:30 with child care, moves to the Parish House, 

8101 Ridge Boulevard, for December (choir rehearsal 

takes place 10-12 in the Sanctuary). 
 

Choral Sunday, December 16: the third Sunday in 

Advent, and our annual musical offering. The choir 

will be singing Carols and Lullabies: Christmas in the 

Southwest by Conrad Susa, with guitar and marimba: 

written as a Spanish-diaspora response to the Britten 

Christmas cycle accompanied by harp.  Then, after 

worship and continuing throughout the afternoon 

until 5pm, you are invited to open house at the 

Manse, with buffet, carols and conversation to 

celebrate the season and the music of Vince Peterson 

and the choir.  
 

December 24, Christmas Eve, falls on a Monday this 

year, and since many will be taking the “bridge” day 

off, we are keeping the same schedule as last year.  

There will be two services: the manger service for all 

ages and all species (bring your pets!) at 11am, and at 

11pm, our traditional midnight communion service.  

There will be candles and carols at both.   
 

May you find joy and peace this Christmas season 

and always, 
 

Christmas blessings, 

 

Advent at Union Church (This Yearõs Cultural Emphasis 

Is the Spanish Diaspora) 



 

Sunday, December 2 (First Week) 

× Advent Communion, Joan Szymko‟s setting of 

Theresa of Ávila‟s Nada te Turbe, for choir and 

cello with guest cellist Ling Cao, and Holst‟s 

setting of Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, 11 am 

× Union Church Concerts presents Ariadne Greif, 

soprano, and Erol Gurol, piano, in a recital of 

20
th
-century music including a special composition 

by Vince Peterson, 4 pm 

Tuesday, December 4 

× Taizé evensong for Advent with Lynn Penney and 

Vince Peterson, 7 pm 

Saturday, December 8 

× Annual wreath making party and decoration of 

the Sanctuary, from 9 to 1.  Bring friends! 

Sunday, December 9 (Second Week) 

× Gifts Sunday, when we bring unwrapped books 

for the children of Gethsemane Church, decorate 

the Sanctuary tree with our hopes and dreams, 

and present our pledge cards for the coming year, 

11 am.  The choir will sing Harold Owen‟s 

arrangement of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel and 

the Advent spiritual Keep Your Lamps Trimmed, 

and all of us will sing carols from Puerto Rico. 

× Church of Gethsemane worship and Christmas 

Party, 1012 Eighth Avenue in Park Slope, 1:30 pm 

Monday, December 10  

× Program and Mission Committee, 6:30pm 

Wednesday, December 12 (ask Rev. Speers; you need to 

reserve by Sunday, December 2) 

× Luncheon with Redeemer-St. John‟s Bible Study, 

Hunter‟s Restaurant, 97
th
 St and 4

th
 Ave, 12 noon 

Saturday, December 15 

× Reflective Saturday focusing on Advent, Sanctuary 

9-10:30; childcare provided. Call Lynn Penney at 

917.538.9752. 

× Special Choir rehearsal  

Sunday, December 16 (Third Week: poinsetta orders 

due! 718.745.0438 or ucoffice@earthlink.net) 

× Conrad Susa‟s Carols and Lullabies: Christmas in 

the Southwest, for choir, guitar and marimba: 

Biscayan, Catalonian, Puerto Rican, Andalucian, 

Castilian, and Mexican carols together in what 

the composer describes as a musical “piñata 

party” for the birth of Jesus.  Plus an offertory 

encore! 

× the Manse Christmas party for all ages with food 

and caroling, after worship 1-5pm 

Sunday, December 23 (Fourth Week) 11 am worship 

× Craig Phillips‟s Rorate Caeli and Sing Gloria by 

John Bell of the Iona Community 

Christmas Eve, December 24 falls on a Monday this year, 

and we have two services: 

× “Manger Service”, all ages and species, with 

thanksgiving and blessing of animals, 11 am 

× “Midnight Communion” with candles and carols, 

11 pm.  This is our Christmas service, for it ends at 

midnight on December 25. 

 

Sunday, January 6: Epiphany (Three Kings Day) with 

Communion 11 am 

Saturday, January 12: Budget meeting 9-12 am 

(coffee and bagels provided) 

Saturday, January 19: Reflective Saturday (the MLK 

weekend) 9-10:30 am 

Saturday, January 26: Churchwide work day 10-1 

come and spruce up your church! 

Sunday, February 3: Communion and Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

 

COME TO THE LORDõS TABLE  

Our worship services are every Sunday 

at 11am (10am in the summer), followed 

by refreshments.  Communion will be 

served on December 3rd.  Christmas Eve 

at 11:00 pm service, and Sunday December 24
th
. 

 

THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE is located at the 

back of the Sanctuary and is open to the memorial 

page of a different dear departed 

member every Sunday.  Upcoming in the 

Book of Remembrance:  December 2
nd

 – 

Andrew Stutz; December 9
th
 – Beatrice 

Goddard; December 16
th
 – Jean 

Dangman; December 23
rd
 – Josephine 

Coury; December 30
th
 Friends of Union Church‟ 

January 6
th
 – Olive Buerk; January 13

th
 - Emma Kirk 

Beck; January 20
th
 – Edward Norstrand; January 27

th
 

– Leinda Mouacdie  
 

ROSTER OF ELDERS TO SERVE COMMUNION  

December 2
nd

 Sunday 11:00 am - Lorraine Green 
 

December 24
th
 Monday  

Christmas Eve 11:00 pm - Bruce MacIntyre 

    

 

If the date or dates you have been 

given does not suit you, please 

exchange them with a fellow elder, 

or if a replacement can not be found, 

please call Coordinator: Mary Cusack 718.680-3441.   

 

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER FLOWERS 

Chancel flowers were dedicated to the 

glory of God and given by: October 14
th 
– 

Nancy Gatto, from Warren Gatto; 

November 18
th
 – Rev. William Tolley, 

from Olive Reich. 

 
 

 

WREATH-MAKING AND DECORATING  

UNION CHURCH 

On Saturday, December 8th -- at 

9:00 AM we will meet in the 



Sanctuary to make wreaths for the church, making it 

festive and welcoming for Advent and the birth of 

Christ.  It‟s important, but it is fun too.  If you‟ve 

come before, you know what a convivial time it is – 

complete with bagels, coffee, and Christmas music.  

If you have not done it, lots of people are there to 

help, and soon you are easily making a wreath.  For 

$7 you may make one for yourself after doing one 

for the church.  You will see the church transformed 

before your eyes and know that you helped make it 

happen!   
 

Do sign up on the sheet at church and join in (or call 

the church office at 718.745.0438) – as it helps to 

have an idea of how many are coming.  If possible, 

bring clippers and gloves.  Any leftover greens will 

be sold on Sunday, December 9
th
 for no more than 

$4 a bunch. 
 

Come join in and get into the Christmas spirit! 
 

GIFT SUNDAY DECEMBER 9TH 

Traditionally at Christmas time 

Union Church members and 

friends like to give gifts to children 

who would not otherwise receive 

any presents.  This year, we shall 

again be giving children‟s books 

for the children of Gethsemane Church, whose 

parents are in prison.   You choose the book, in a 

bookstore or on the Internet just keep in mind that 

most of the children are African-American.  Please 

don‟t wrap the book you can even give the same 

book as last year.  Also on Gift Sunday we bring our 

pledge cards and place them on the communion 

table, and write our hopes and dreams or special 

moments to hang on the tree. 
 

If you are unable to come to church and would like 

to participate, call the office 718.745.0438.  Thank 

you for your pledge and for helping to make 

Christmas special for a child!  

 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING, 2007 

by Bruce MacIntyre 

Once again Union Church will be 

collecting for the Christmas Joy 

Offering during Advent.  This 

offering has been a Presbyterian 

tradition for more than 65 years and is one of the 

four special offerings designated by the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct ways 

of supporting specific causes that help those who 

need assistance. 

The Christmas Joy Offering assists retired church 

workers in need.  It will be taken both from the 

loose offerings collected each Sunday in Advent as 

well as from the Special Joy Offering envelopes 

available on the back table in the sanctuary.   

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Red or white poinsettias to decorate 

the church for Christmas will again be 

available for purchase as memorial 

gifts.  Please call the office to make 

your purchase.  Orders are being taken 

from Sunday December 2
nd

 until 

Monday December 17
th
.   Envelopes and sign up 

sheet are available at the back of the sanctuary.  

Envelops should be left in mailbox marked for Jody, 

or you can call the office at 718.745.0438.  The cost 

is $10 for each plant.  The poinsettias will be in the 

sanctuary for the December 23
rd
 worship service, and 

can be taken home at midnight on December 24
th
 or 

after the service on January 1
st
.  If you are 

homebound and would like them delivered to you, 

please let the office know. 
 

CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR 

Continue to pray for peace; for all 

living in the midst of war, poverty, 

natural and economic disaster; for 

prisoners and all who watch and pray 

for them, especially the Church of 

Gethsemane and the family and friends of Orlando 

Haynes. Also we pray for and stay in touch with: 

Olive Reich, Andrea Zarou, Bill Louisa, Iris 

Norstrand, Warren Gatto, Dolores Cleary, Evelyn 

Riccio, Carolyn Ramsay, Emile Serposs, Nazik David, 

Milford Anderson, Barbara Briggs, Amanda 

Silverman, Helen Kretiv; Arthur, Sharon, Dale, 

Michael, Larry, Dana, Paul, Jon, Bud, Jane, Grace, 

Rick, and Kendra. 
 

MISSION NEWS FROM  

CAROL AND TOM HASTINGS 

We are glad their current letter 

reached us in time for this 

newsletter.  The Reverend Dr. 

Tom Hastings is a prison 

Protestant chaplain.  In the 

course of this mission he has 

many encounters to relate and I found this one 

profoundly moving and inspirational.  “Steve”, a 

foreign prisoner and Yoshi, his Japanese cellmate had 

become friends.  To communicate was not easy, but 

they shared a love of drawing faces and cartoons.   

 

 When Yoshi was removed without 

explanation Steve was concerned, but was only told 

he was in solitary confinement because of a 

“problem.”  Steve remained strong in his concern, 

but the guards would tell him no more. 



 

 Sad truth emerged a few weeks later.  Yoshi 

returned to the cell looking haggard.  Steve finally 

found out the Yoshi‟s wife and daughter had been 

killed (murder/suicide) and he, grief-stricken had 

tried to kill himself.  While alone Yoshi had been 

told how Steve was greatly concerned.  When they 

were reunited Yoshi said that he first began to feel a 

will to live when they told him of Steve‟s caring.  

Yoshi is improving daily and is now doing a portrait 

of Steve‟s parents from a photograph. 

 

 When Tom told Steve that God‟s Spirit had 

worked through him Steve seemed surprised, and 

said, “Now I know it is better to give than receive.  

“Tom went on to remind Steve that Jesus had said 

those words.  Together they opened the Bible to 

Acts, and the first words they saw were Acts 20:35. 

 

 In August Ann Piet Anderson, a nurse from 

Holland, Michigan visited Carol and Tom, for a 6
th
 

seminar on worship and young children.  She spoke 

to them of stories for children, prophets, and the 

faces of Jesus. 

 

 Mission news comes to us with a reminder of 

the need for our continued support for their ongoing 

mission work.  Let us try to help them as much as we 

can, and be aware of the importance of this self-

giving life. 

 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP PROVIDES BLESSINGS 

The Reverend Dr. Tom and Carol Hastings‟ news 

arrived this month in time for our newsletter.  Steve 

and Yoshi‟s heart-felt story affirmed my decision to 

write a bit about our Bible study group; for blessings 

are abundant there too.  Three of us plus our pastor 

attend.  She co-leads.  We join a group at Redeemer 

St. John‟s Lutheran church.  Added to our enjoyment 

of mutual learning as we read the book of Exodus 

together, is the warm and welcoming feeling which 

was extended to us from the first day.  When one of 

us suggested we were “guest” the quick response 

was, “no you are with us now.”  “And so we have 

happily been. 

 

 The reading proves interesting and all are 

invited to pause to clarify a passage, or share a 

memory inspired by the story of the Hebrew slaves.  

Occasionally, as is likely while reading either Old or 

New Testaments, we feel compelled to comment on 

the validity of biblical values today – or perhaps, the 

lack of them. 

 

 The blessing in the missionary anecdote were 

those intangible ones of deep concern for another 

person.  Because these feelings reflect Jesus‟ own 

words they are able to effect change.  I feel the same 

inner joy at our meetings of study and friendship 

that blessings are to be found in being there.  We 

share in reaching out with cards to absent members, 

became busy sandwich makers one week to prepare 

simple fare to be given to another church, and 

always pray together for those who are not well.  At 

the end of a recent meeting a member back from the 

hospital shared her thoughts.  Thanking us for our 

prayers, she disclosed that a healing change had 

occurred beyond the doctor‟s belief.  She quoted him 

as saying, “it‟s a miracle.”  But she added to us she 

knew that all our prayers and caring had helped.  A 

blessing?  Most assuredly.  

 

 As we approach the holidays (trying it is 

hoped to retain a balanced attitude) it is well to 

remember that words of Acts 20:35 “It is more 

blessed to give than receive” can and should 

strengthen our ability to express care and concern for 

others. 

 

CHRISTMAS POEM by Andrew Greissman 

Snowy cheeked young Virgin Mary, 

Kneeling on the manger‟s sod, 

Looks down on the child treasure, 

Jesus Christ the son of God. 

Tiny hands that grip no scepter, 

No crown on his perfect brow, 

Trumpets are not there to herald, 

Just the lowing of the cow. 

And yet the heavens shift to mark him, 

In the sky a new formed gem, 

Bringing forth his rightful glory in a glowing diadem. 

Vive le roi, petit, divin,  

jusquõ ¨ sa mort, parfait, sanguin. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Children from the 1st through the 8th 

grade are welcome to come.  It meets in 

the sanctuary basement at 11am every 

Sunday morning.  Childcare is also 

provided during the 11am worship service.   

PLEDGE BOXES 

Please pick up your annual pledge box at the back of 

the church in December.  If you do 

not find one with your name on it, 

and would like envelopes for your 

offering, please let the office know.  

If you are unable to come to church, call the church 

office to have them sent to you.  Pledge cards can be 

found at the back of the church also, or you can call 

the church office at 718.745.0438 to receive one. 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 

The Union Church would like to congratulate Elizan 

Morales on his engagement to Areliz Perez.  Best 

wishes and blessings to you both.   
 

 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 

If you worship with us and 

would like your birthday listed 

in our newsletter, fill in the 

birthday calendar at the back of 

the sanctuary with your name 

and birth date or call the office. 
 

December January 

5 – Joyce Smith 

14 – Connor Hennessy 

25 – Dan Reich 

3 – Ruby Moy 

4 – Ruth Ward 

9 -  Donna Haubrich 

10 – Selma Kelter 

25 – Paige Tyson 

30 – Katie  Haubrich  

        Shoukralla 

 

CHURCH PLAY GROUP 

Play Group is a spacious place with lots of interesting 

things for a child to do, such as coloring, blocks, 

trains, housekeeping, doll house, dress-up, puzzles, 

books, puppets, crafts, etc.  A snack is provided 

along with a Story Time and Music Time, which 

includes songs, and musical instruments, marching 

and dancing.  Play Group is for toddlers and a 

caretaker, and meets Monday & Wednesdays from 

10:00 – 12:00, Tuesday & Thursdays from 9:30 – 

11:30.  Play Group runs from 10 – 12 weeks with 3 

sessions per calendar year. It meets in the basement 

of the church (on the corner of 80
th
 Street and Ridge 

Blvd).  For more information call Jody at 718-745-

0438. 

 

YOGA by Kristin Miller 

Yoga has begun again!  Classes are 

every Wednesday evening 6:45-

8:15 in the Union Church basement 

located on the corner of 80
th
 Street 

and Ridge Blvd.  Please bring a 

mat and a towel and arrive a few 

minutes early.  NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED for the 

gentle, restorative class.  Open to all; cost is $12.00 

per session – call Kristen at 718-745-6594. 

 

HOW TO DONATE FLOWERS 

If you would like to offer memorial 

or celebratory flowers to grace our 

altar any Sunday, please fill in the 

date and who or what the flowers are 

for on the flower chart at the back of 

the church, and put $30 in a marked envelope or 

check into the collection plate.  You can also call the 

church office at 718.745.0438 with the information 
 

WHEELS OF HOPE 

Do you know someone who has been deprived of 

their ability to walk due to illness or disease? 

If so, “Wheels of Hope” can help your loved one 

regain confidence and their independence with a 

power wheelchair or scooter.  “Wheels of Hope” 

helps Medicare Recipients who suffer from 

respiratory disorders, arthritis, cardiovascular disease, 

has a mobility limitation and difficulty in propelling a 

standard wheelchair, to receive a power wheelchair 

or scooter paid fore with the assistance of Medicare. 
 

FOR ELIGIBLITY INFORMATION ON “WHEELS OF 

HOPE” PLEASE CALL -1-866-631-3022. 

 

UNION CHURCH BIRTHDAY PARTIES 

The Union Church is now offering 

two-hour recreational parties for 

young children on Friday 4-6 pm, 

Saturdays and Sundays from 1-3 

pm or 4-6 pm.  Each party includes 

face painting, balloon sculptures, 

tattoos, juice, pizza or chicken 

nuggets, ice cream sundaes and cake. Coffee and tea 

is included, parent food is extra. 

  

For reservations and information, please call Jody at 

718.745.0438. 
 

December Holiday Fairs(an incomplete, highly 

subjective list…based on who we‟ve heard from!)St 

Maryõs Antiochian Orthodox Church 81
st
 St and Ridge 

Boulevard (across from Parish House) Sat December 1
st
 

9:30-4:00 + Christmas Village, Our Lady of Angels 4
th
 

Avenue at 74
th
 Street (Bklyn) Sat December 1 10-5 Sun 

December 2 10-3 + PS 321 Holiday Crafts Fair 7
th
 

Avenue and 1
st
 Street (Bklyn) Sat December 8 11-4 + 

Friends of Fire (Mary Speers and Ed Huml) The 

Unitarian Church of Staten Island 312 Fillmore Street at 

Clinton Ave (off Richmond Terrace, two blocks before 

Snug Harbor) Friday, December 14, 6-9pm Saturday, 

December 15, 10-4 

 

Christmas Eve  
Manger Service  

For all ages and all species  



 

...away in a mangeré 
 

11 am Monday,  December 24   
pets, children, families  

Come as you are (because Jesus did)   
andégood behavior is optional! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

On the night Jesus was born, 
 

the innkeeper only showed the travelers 

to the stable door.  

It was the animals who shared their home 

with Mary and Joseph and the newborn baby Jesus. 

They shared their straw and their manger 

and the warmth of their bodies 

and the softness of their fur. 

And as the baby was born, 

they gathered round the mystery 

 of Emmanuel: God With Us. 
 

The church is the Body of Christ, 

where all find shelter and warmth, 

singing and laughter, wonder and awe, 

help and sustenance, for this our eternal life. 
 

Please come give thanks for families 

for the animals who share the world with us 

and for the wondrous gift of life 
 

Please come to pray for peace 

 and wholeness and health and plenty 

for all God‟s creatures 

in this world God so loves 
 

as to come that first Christmas, 

and every Christmas, 

to dwell among us, full of grace and truth. 
 

Wishing you the joy of peace 

and the strength of love 

this Christmas season and always. 

Your Union Church family 



Union Church of Bay Ridge 

8101 Ridge Boulevard 

Brooklyn NY 11209 

Address correction requested 

 

FREE Concert this Sun Dec 2 @ 4pm! 

 

 


